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This Call for Papers seeks to organize four independent but related sessions on the examination of 
robotic futures across the discipline of geography. Each session has an organizer to which 
contributors are encouraged to send prospective papers.  
 
Please send paper titles and abstracts (200 words) to the appropriate corresponding session 
organizer(s) by September 15, 2016 (see below for details): 
• Robotic Futures I: Nature/Environment & Technology: Lily House-Peters 

(Lily.HousePeters@csulb.edu) 
• Robotic Futures II: Algorithmic Subjectivities: Vincent Del Casino (vdelcasino@email.arizona.edu) & 

Jeremy Crampton (jcrampton@uky.edu) 
• Robotic Futures III: Urban Life & Technological Sovereignties: Casey Lynch 

(caseylynch@email.arizona.edu) 
• Robotic Futures IV: The Politics of Security: Ian Shaw (Ian.Shaw.2@glasgow.ac.uk) 

 
Robotic Futures Sessions Summary 
Recently, geographers have taken up the question of robots and robotic technologies within the 
confines of a broadly engaged human and environmental geography. From the rise of robotic 
warfare to the development of smart cities and borders to the reliance on code, big data analytics, 
and autonomous sensing systems in environmental management, geographers are interrogating what 
robots and robotic technologies mean not only for discipline, surveillance, and security, but for 
making and remaking everyday life and the socio-natural environment.  
 
This call seeks papers organized around a series of four sessions focused on a number of key 
empirical nodal points through which geographers might further investigate the central proposition:  
 
What does the growing integration of robots and robotic technologies into everyday life do and/or mean for the 
theorization of sociospatial relations?  
 
The four themed sessions will conclude with a fifth session consisting of a panel discussion of the 
session organizers to examine the broader questions and overlapping concerns related to 
reorganizations in social, political, and environmental relations and the interventions that robots and 
robotic technologies are playing today.  
 
1. Robot i c  Futures I :  Nature/Environment & Technology (Organizer: Lily House-Peters) 
 
Advances in technology and robotic system design are targeting the environment producing new 
encounters with and understandings of nature. For example, environmental monitoring is 
increasingly carried out via UAVs/drones, autonomous sensor networks, and mobile robotic 
platforms.  The ability of these systems to collect and wirelessly transmit data at continuous time 
scales, reach remote locations, and carry out panoramic measurements is shifting the temporal and 
spatial dimensions of environmental perception. Analysis of big data sets and ever-growing emphasis 
on models and algorithms transform not only how we know nature, but also the types of discursive 
formations that emerge and the kinds of interventions that become possible. Yet, attention in the 



geographical literature to these processes remains extremely limited. The focus of this session is to 
examine and attempt to theorize how the rise of robots (ie. drones, sensor networks, autonomous 
monitoring platforms) and robotic technologies (ie. computer code, algorithms, big data, models) are 
reorganizing ways of knowing, seeing, and talking about nature and the environment. This session 
seeks papers that engage with the following broad questions: How does the virtual world of autonomous 
sensor readings, computer code, algorithms, and models make and remake the material dimensions of nature? And vice 
versa, how do the material dimensions of nature serve to challenge robot(ic) logics? How are robotic technologies 
reorganizing the spatial and temporal dimensions of our perceptions of nature and the environment? What are the 
discursive shifts taking place as a result of the increased reliance on robots and robotics in environmental monitoring 
and how are these affecting decision-making, interventions, and the production of nature? 

2. Robot i c  Futures II :  Algor i thmic Subjec t iv i t i es  (Organizers: Vincent Del Casino & Jeremy 
Crampton) 

Robots are often imagined as material objects with bodies and form. Robots are also invoked in 
software, code, and algorithms. This is not to suggest an either/or ontology of robots but a 
both/and whereby geographers think about the theoretical and political implications of the 
hardware/software matrix and what it means for human and more-than-human bodies and relations. 
Picking up on the themes of assemblage theory and other theories of power and performance, this 
session seeks papers that empirically and theoretically interrogate robotic futures, human cyborg 
relations, and other robotic possibilities. Key questions to be addressed in this session include: How 
are more decisions being taken by algorithmic objects in fields across education, insurance, policing, and health?  What 
are the attendant anxieties around algorithms and their failures, gaps or uncertainties? Can we identify algorithmic 
spaces that expand our notion of robotic capabilities? What sorts of human and nonhuman subjectivities are made 
possible and/or closed off by the emergence of new robots and robotic technologies? How might we theorize robots in the 
context of our historically anthropocentric human geographies? And, what role might robots play in our understanding 
of the spatialities of key concepts in human geography, including labor and labor politics, health and health care, or 
geospatial technologies and relations of power, to name a few?  
  
3.  Robot i c  Futures III :  Urban Life  & Technologi ca l  Sovere ignt ies  (Organizer: Casey Lynch) 

Innovations in robotic and information and communication technology (ICT) are increasingly 
impacting practices of urban planning, management, and politics. “Smart city” programs and the 
“internet of things” have allowed for the proliferation of a variety of sensors and other miniaturized 
computing technologies throughout the urban form, producing massive amounts of urban data to 
be stored, processed and exploited by municipal governments, private corporations, and other 
entities. In some cities, these developments are increasingly giving rise to oppositional movements 
interested in rearticulating the role of emerging technologies in urban life. For instance, competing 
discourses within a fledgling “technological sovereignty” movement in Europe seek to challenge 
“technological fetishism.” Borrowing from theorizations of “food sovereignty,” the idea of 
technological sovereignty calls for a critical analysis and radical restructuring of the existing political 
economic models through which technology is developed, produced, and controlled. This session 
seeks papers that: employ critical approaches to the role of emerging robotic technology and ICT in urban life; 
examine the work of urban actors or collectives that critically reconceptualize the potential role of technology in creating 
alternative urban economies or political framework; offer new ways of methodologically approaching or theorizing the 
role of technical objects in complex urban assemblage; critically explore the notion of “technological sovereignty” as a 



theoretical concept and/or political project; and/or consider questions of privacy, surveillance, or data security within 
the urban context.  

4. Robot i cs  Futures  IV: The Pol i t i c s  o f  Securi ty  (Organizer: Ian Shaw) 

This session seeks to explore how robots are transforming the spaces, politics, and subjects of 
security. Robotics are already emerging as vital actors in our security-worlds. From biometric 
borders, automated gun turrets, to mobile sea mines, a new class of robotic apparatuses are being 
developed, each of which embodies (and mobilizes) a future geography. The rise of U.S. drone 
warfare has received a great deal of media and academic discussion. Yet, paradoxically, this has 
tended to mask the wider robotic revolution in security: the banal and everyday deployment of robots 
by state and non-state actors. Accordingly, this session aims to consider a number of broad 
theoretical and empirical questions on the politics of security: How will robots transform the spaces of war 
and conflict? In what ways will robots transform the spaces and architectures of policing? How will robots transform 
the established logics of state sovereignty and governance? What potentials are there for resistance and subversion? 
  


